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	Caltech�Mechanical and Civil Engineering
	2022 MCE Ph.D. Candidates
	Eric Ambrose�Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering�Advisor: Prof. Aaron Ames��“Creating ARCHER: A 3D Hopping Robot with Flywheels for Attitude Control”��Fond Caltech Memory: I really enjoyed the first MCE Banquet after I transferred here. I loved seeing all of the funny skits the different groups put together. This was also the first time I really sat down and talked with other students outside of our lab and Burdick's lab.��Favorite ME class: ME 130 ��Post graduation plans: I plan to work at JPL for the foreseeable future. I've had the dream to work at NASA since I was a kid, so this is a dream come true for me.��
	Peyman Ayoubi�Ph.D. in Civil Engineering�Advisor: Prof. Domniki Asimaki��“Modeling and Parameterization of Basin Effects for Engineering Design Applications”���Fond Caltech Memory: Something that always comes to my mind is that on the day of grad office orientation (Sep 2015), Zoila (who's also in MCE) brought a ball and we played soccer with at the time strangers (new students) and now long-time friends. I made a lot of good friends from different departments on that day.��Favorite ME class: Plasticity with Jose Andrade. I really enjoyed that class and the way Jose taught plasticity. ��Post graduation plans: I defended in late June 2021, left academia, and I'm now working in the industry. 
	Ali (Sina) Booeshaghi�Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering�Advisor: Prof. Lior Pachter��“Foundations and applications of single-cell RNA sequencing”��Fond Caltech Memory: I remember the dozens of friendly faces of administrators who have stepped up to help me in times of need. I remember the late-night work sessions flowing with tea and nurtured by Chobani Greek yogurt and Sabra hummus and pretzel chips. I remember the Red Door coffee runs where lattes are like lotto tickets. I remember the innumerable Zoom meetings where "can you see my screen" is a refrain that I doubt I'll forget too soon. I remember dozens of turtle eyes offering me unseen hugs at me as I cried about life's injustices. Most importantly, I remember the many life lessons that my time at Caltech has taught me, and for that, I will be forever grateful.��Favorite ME class: Michael Ortiz's "Mechanics of Structures and Solids", ME102b.��Post graduation plans: I will be doing a 1-year postdoc in Lior Pachter's lab during which I will apply for faculty positions.
	Amanda Bouman�Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering�Advisor: Prof. Joel Burdick��“Autonomous Mission-Driven Robots in Extreme Environments”������
	Alexander Choi�Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering�Advisor: Prof. Austin Minnich��“Investigation of electronic fluctuations in semiconductor materials and devices through first-principles simulations and experiments in transistor amplifiers”���Fond Caltech Memory: My first year in the program was a very special time. We spent many good times together, whether it was working late at the office, helping each other pick research groups, or celebrating passing our qualifying exams. I'll always treasure those early days. ��Favorite ME class: AE/ME101 Fluid Mechanics��Post graduation plans: After graduation, I am pursuing a career in industry R&D working to deploy next-generation assays for predictive genomics. 
	John Harmon�Ph.D. in Applied Mechanics�Advisor: Prof. Jose Andrade��“Predicting the Strength of Planetary Surfaces”����Fond Caltech Memory: Winning the soccer league with SOPS was an awesome moment��Favorite ME class: 102B, it was hard as hell but it brought those of us in the class together quite a bit��Post graduation plans: I'm currently working at Energy Vault
	Marcus Lee�Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering�Advisor: Prof. Tim Colonius��“Instabilities in the Flow Over a Spinning Disk at Angle of Attack”���Fond Caltech Memory: SOPS Barbeques and SOPS Seminars and how willing everyone was to help organize them!��Favorite ME class: Ae/ME 232a��Post graduation plans: Assistant Teaching Professor in Mechanical Engineering at UC Merced
	Connor McMahan�Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering�Advisor: Prof. Chiara Daraio��“Modeling and Programming Shape-Morphing Structured Media” ����Fond Caltech Memory: The GSC’s inner tube water polo tournaments have been some of my favorite days of every year!��Favorite ME class: Ae 102c taught by Prof. Pellegrino��Post graduation plans: I’m currently trying to get a medical device startup off the ground.
	Yidan (Ida) Qin�Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering�Advisor: Prof. Joel Burdick��“Autonomous Temporal Understanding and State Estimation during Robot-Assisted Surgery”���Fond Caltech Memory: Holiday parties are always fun! Especially the ugly sweater part.��Favorite ME class: Robotics by my advisor Joel.��Post graduation plans: I will be joining Intuitive Surgical as an artificial intelligence software engineer.
	Andrew Singletary�Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering�Advisor: Prof. Aaron Ames��“Safe Input Regulation for Robotic Systems”����Fond Caltech Memory: Working out with my friends in MCE at the Caltech gym.��Favorite ME class: ME134a��Post graduation plans: I’m starting a company right now for my job after graduation. 
	Benjamin Stevens�Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering�Advisor: Prof. Tim Colonius ��“Applications of Machine Learning to Finite Volume Methods”���Fond Caltech Memory: Celebrating our masters graduation at a fancy steakhouse.��Favorite ME class: Fluid Mechanics��Post graduation plans: Quantitative Researcher at DRW
	Kavya Sudhir�Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering�Advisor: Prof. Nadia Lapusta��“Slip Patterns on Heterogeneous Frictional Interfaces”���Fond Caltech Memory: Quals prep where all of us MCE classmates grew closer and made lifelong friendships.��Favorite ME class: ME 102/160a, our very first course in solid mechanics!��Post graduation plans: Started work as a Research Data Scientist at Roku Inc. in San Jose.
	Hao Zhou�Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering�Advisor: Prof. Kaushik Bhattacharya ��“Accelerated computational micromechanics”���Fond Caltech Memory: I enjoyed a lot the time when I stayed with all other MCE graduates in the office over the nights to finish the homework. Because of the company of these friends, I hardly felt tired and the time passed by quickly��Favorite ME class: AM 127��Post graduation plans: Currently, I am planning to join Google and explore the technology there.��
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